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from their father's house. Soon afterwards, either at the com-
mand of JSTephele, whom some represent as a goddess, or in
consequence of her prayers for the punishment of Athamas, the
land was visited with a long drought, and Ino persuaded her
husband to sacrifice Phrixus as a sin-offering to Zeus, in order to
put an end to the calamity. Whether Helle was to have shared
her brother's fate we cannot tell, for, before Ino could accomplish
her purpose, Nephele came to the assistance of her children, and
gave thorn a winged ram with a golden fleece, which Hermes
had presented to her for that purpose. Seated on this ram they
fled over the sea to Colchis. On the way Helle fell into that
part of the sea which bears her name, and was drowned, but
Phrixus arrived safely in Colchis (JEa), where he sacrificed the
ram to Zeus, who had preserved him in his flight. The fleece
he hung up in the grove of Ares as a sacred treasure, setting
over it a terrible, ever-watchful dragon as its guardian. To
fetch this treasure from a foreign land, and thereby to release
the country and people of the Minyss from the calamity with
which they were oppressed, was the task of the heroes of the
race of ^Eolus. Athamas was so grieved at the evil he had
brought on his country that he became insane, and sought to
slay Ino and her children. He did, indeed, kill Learchus by
dasliing him against a rock, but Ino succeeded in saving herself
and her younger child Melicertes by leaping into the sea (cf. Ino
Leucothea). Athamas then fled to Epirus, and the kingdom
devolved on his brother Cretheus. Cretheus married Tyro, the
daughter of his younger brother Salxnoneus, king of Elis. Tyro
bore him three sons, the eldest of whom, ^Eson, succeeded his
father in the kingdom, but was soon after expelled by his step-
brother Pelias, who is described as a son of Tyro and Poseidon.
^Eson with difficulty managed to rescue his little son Jason from
the hands of Pelias, and brought him to the Centaur Chiron to
be educated. In Chiron's cave the young hero grew up, a